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Shabbos Hagadol Drasha 5785

What is the Shabbos Hagadol Drasha ?
ChatGPT said:

The Shabbos HaGadol Drasha is a special sermon delivered by the rabbi on the
Shabbat before Pesach. It is a long-standing tradition in Jewish communities,
dating back centuries, and serves to prepare the congregation for the upcoming
holiday.

Themes of the Drasha

1. Laws of Pesach — The rabbi reviews halachic (Jewish legal) details regarding
chametz, kashering utensils, the Seder, matzah, and other practical laws.

2. Philosophy & Meaning — Insights into the spiritual and historical themes of
Yetziat Mitzrayim (the Exodus from Egypt) and freedom.

3. Haggadah Insights — Explanations and commentary on sections of the
Haggadah to enhance the Seder experience.

4. Current Events & Relevance — Some rabbis connect the themes of Pesach to
contemporary issues, offering moral and ethical lessons.

Jewish Action Spring 2023 Issue

JA: Is there a danger in having access to too much information?

Rabbi Glatt: For the layperson, absolutely. Too much information is not helpful. A
comprehensive document, for instance, of all the opinions on reheating food on
Shabbat is not going to help the layperson know what to do. He might see many
contradictory opinions depending on the kind of food and other factors. He could
very well throw up his hands and say, “I have no idea what to do. I'll do whatever
| want, and then I'll find one of the rabbis cited online who agrees with me.” This
would represent a serious misunderstanding of the halachic process.



In the Gemara, Rabbi Yosi HaGlili rules that one can eat chicken with cheese,
lechatchilah (a priori). But we don’t pasken like that. If, however, one does an
online search and sees Rabbi Yosi HaGlili’s opinion, he might think that that’s
acceptable in halachah. He won’t necessarily realize that it's a minority opinion
that is not accepted.

Other people might deliberately seek out non-accepted halachic opinions.
ChatGPT could easily write a convincing document based upon non-accepted
halachic positions, albeit from great individuals, illustrating how eating chicken
and cheese together is permissible in Jewish law, when, of course, it is not.
Some might use the information to then proceed to do what they want to do. This
is a distortion of the halachic process.

Wisdom is much more than amassing knowledge and information. It is
about utilizing critical thinking as to when to apply the law and when
there is an exception.

Pesachim 22b
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As it was taught in a baraita: Shimon HaAmmassoni, and some say that
it was Nehemya HaAmmassoni, would interpret all occurrences of the
word et in the Torah, deriving additional halakhot with regard to the
particular subject matter. Once he reached the verse: “You shall be in



awe of [et] the Lord your God; you shall serve Him; and to Him you shall
cleave, and by His name you shall swear” (Deuteronomy 10:20), he
withdrew from this method of exposition, as how could one add to God
Himself? His students said to him: Rabbi, what will be with all the etim
you interpreted until now? He said to them: Just as | received reward
for the interpretation, so | shall receive reward for my withdrawal
from using this method of exposition. The word et in this verse was not
explained until Rabbi Akiva came and expounded: “You shall be in awe
of [et] the Lord your God”: The word et comes to include Torah scholars,
and one is commanded to fear them just as one fears God.

Haggadah Shel Pesach
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The

WISE SON

what does he say?

“What are the testimonies, the statutes and laws,

that the LORD our God commanded you?”

And you must tell him the laws of Pesah:

“After eating the Pesah offering

one does not eat anything more.”



Devarim 6:20-25
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When, in time to come, your children ask you, “What mean the
decrees, laws, and rules that our God has enjoined upon you?”
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you shall say to your children, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and
freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand.
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wrought before our eyes marvelous and destructive signs and portents
in Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his household;
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and us [God] freed from there, in order to take us and give us the land
promised on oath to our fathers.
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Then G-d commanded us to observe all these laws, to revere our God,
for our lasting good and for our survival, as is now the case.



Ritva:
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Shemos 19:3
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and Moshe went up to God. nin' called to him from the mountain,
saying, “Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob and declare to the
children of Israel:

Rashi on Shemos 19:3

Apy' n'a TO THE HOUSE OF Yaakov — This denotes the women — to
them you shall speak in gentle language

AND TELL THE CHILDREN (lit., the sons) OF ISRAEL — explain to the men
the punishments and the details of the commandments in words that
are as hard (distasteful) as wormwood (|*T'a)



Mishna Shekalim 1:1
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On the first of Adar the court lets it be heard concerning the collection
of shekel

Talmud Yerushalmi 2a
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What means “one lets hear”? Rav Huna said, one proclaims, as you are
saying, they made a proclamation in Jehudah and Jerusalem.

Haggadah Shel Pesach
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The

WICKED SON

what does he say?

“What is this service to you?”

“To you,” he says, not to him.

When he sets himself apart from the community;,
he denies the very core of our beliefs.

And you must set his teeth on edge and tell him,
“Because of this

the LORD acted for me when | came out of Egypt.”
“For me,” and not for him;

had he been there he would not have been redeemed



Shemos 12:24-28
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And when you enter the land that nin' will give you, as promised, you
shall observe this rite.
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And when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this rite?’
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you shall say, ‘It is the passover sacrifice to n who passed over the
houses of the Israelites in Egypt when smiting the Egyptians, but saved
our houses.” Those assembled then bowed low in homage.
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AND THE PEOPLE BOWED THE HEAD in thanksgiving for the tidings of
the approaching deliverance and for the promise of their coming into

the land, and for the tidings regarding the children whom they would
have
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