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          Pesachim 114a 

 

 א�,תַבְשִׁילִין, וּשְׁניֵ וחֲַרוֹסֶת וחֲַזֶרֶת מַצָּה לְפָניָו הֵבִיאוּ    פ�   ש� 

  ַּבִ זֶֶ .ר ִיע לֱ   ּ)בֶא קֹ וֹמֵר :מָדו    ָּש דְ  ו יָ אִיןה פָנָיו �יִ

ל ּּופ ֶׁ  ש

 

MISHNA: They brought before him matza and ḥazeret and 

ḥaroset, and at least two cooked dishes in honor of the Festival. 

The tanna comments that this was the practice, although eating 

ḥaroset is not a mitzva but merely a custom. Rabbi Eliezer ben 

Tzadok says: Actually, it is a mitzva to eat ḥaroset. And in the 

period when the Temple stood and they offered the Paschal lamb, 

they brought before him the body of the Paschal lamb. 

 

Pesachim 116a 

.וכְוּ׳. מִצְוהָ אוֹמֵר צָדוֹק בְּרַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר רַבִּי   ַּבִ וִ ?ר ֵ ֵל מֹ או

   ּר וֹמוֹחנַָ .וְרַב  ל� ָרֶ בָּיט .א     ךָ  יך   יה

  לְקַהוֹייך ַתַּפּזיה ּ. ל   ךְ ל� הּ�ֵיִ ֶר כֵ

Gemara: The mishna states: Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Tzadok, 

says that eating ḥaroset is a mitzva. The Gemara asks: What is the 

nature of this mitzva? The Gemara answers: Rabbi Levi says: It is in 

remembrance of the apple, as apple is one of the ingredients in 

ḥaroset. The verse states: “Who is this who comes up from the 

wilderness, reclining upon her beloved? Under the apple tree I 

awakened you” (Song of Songs 8:5), which is an allusion to the 

Jewish people leaving Egypt. And Rabbi Yoḥanan says: The ḥaroset 



is in remembrance of the mortar used by the Jews for their slave 

labor in Egypt. Abaye said: Therefore, to fulfill both opinions, one 

must prepare it tart and one must prepare it thick. One must 

prepare it tart in remembrance of the apple, and one must 

prepare it thick in remembrance of the mortar. 

:יוֹחָנןָ: דְּרַבִּי כְּווֹתֵיהּ תַּניְאָ    ת�   ֶ סֹ ֲרו כֵֶ ,ח ַּטִיז ל   ר

   י   הָיק, כָּיר � רוֹמְרִ ָּ ַּג חָרָת ליַ ָׁ ִּירוּש ֶׁב  ב�ש וּוּ

   ֶם   ין

It was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi 

Yoḥanan: The spices used in the ḥaroset are in remembrance of 

the hay that our forefathers used for building in Egypt, and the 

ḥaroset itself is in remembrance of the mortar. Rabbi Elazar, son of 

Rabbi Tzadok, said: When selling ḥaroset, the small shopkeepers 

in Jerusalem would say as follows: Come and take spices for 

yourselves for the mitzva. 

 

Bereishis 37:25 

חֶם֒ ויַּשְֵׁבוּ֮ (2 אֱכׇל־לֶ֒ יניֵהֶם֙ ויַּשְִׂא֤וּ לֶֽ ת והְִנּהֵ֙ ויַּרְִא֔וּ עֵֽ ים ארְֹחַ֣ ה ישְִׁמְעֵאלִ֔ בָּאָ֖  

ד ם מִגִּלְעָ֑ ים וּגְמַלֵּיהֶ֣ י נכְאֹת֙ נשְֹֽׂאִ֗ ים ולָֹ֔ט וּצְרִ֣ יד הוֹלְכִ֖ ימְָה׃ לְהוֹרִ֥ מִצְרָֽ  

Then they sat down to a meal. Looking up, they saw a caravan of 

Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, their camels bearing gum, balm, 

and ladanum to be taken to Egypt. 

 

3) Rashi: ָּמָ'וגו'. נשאים וגמליהם ֵ .ל סְ רִ ַּכָתוּפ ֶה ַּשָׂאָא מ  

     ן � ן �   אֵל ֶׁ רְכּם, ש ַּ ׁד ִש עַרְבִיּ ֵׂ לָש ּ אֶל וְעִטְרנֵפְ

    לְָןָ שָׂמנְִזדַּמְַּע ,ו  שׁ� ּאֹ � ַוֹק יח  

 



BEARING etc. — Why does Scripture specially announce what they 

were laden with? It is to tell you how great is the reward of the 

righteous: it is not usual for Arabs to carry anything but naphta 

and itran (tar) which are evil-smelling, but for this one (Joseph, 

the righteous) it was specially arranged that they should be 

carrying fragrant spices so that he should not suffer from a bad 

odor (Genesis Rabbah 84:17). 

 

ֹ אַתָּה בָּרוּךְ  (4 לַצַּדִּיקִים וּמִבְטָח מִשְׁעָן ה : 

Blessed are You,Hashem, Support and Trust of the righteous. 

 

5) Shir Hashirim 8:5 

חַת יךָ הַתַּפּ֙וּחַ֙ תַּ֤ עֽוֹרַרְתִּ֔  

Under the apple tree I roused you. 

 

6) Talmud Sotah 11b: 

:עַוּיִרָא: רַב דָּרֵשׁ   ב�       ש�  ב�    

    ָ עָ ְכוֹ.ּ בְׁש לֹ ִׁשְאוֶֹהו ל יִ ַ מ   ְ ה�� ׁ  א  ן ם �

  ם    מֶחֱצן ,וְשׁוֹאֲבום � מיַ ָּגִוּמֶחֱצ ד  ֹת ו�  ֹת

  ַיֵ שֹת ,א מּ ַ אְ ש דָּג

§ Rav Avira taught: In the merit of the righteous women that were 

in that generation, the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt. 

He tells of their righteous actions: At the time when these women 

would go to the river to draw water, the Holy One, Blessed be He, 

would materialize for them small fish that would enter into their 

pitchers, and they would therefore draw pitchers that were half 

filled with water and half filled with fish. And they would then 

come and place two pots on the fire, one pot of hot water for 



washing their husbands and one pot of fish with which to feed 

them. 

,לַשָּׂדֶה, בַּעְלֵיהֶן אֵצֶל וּמוֹלִיכוֹת    ו� ָכוֹ סְ ָ ,ו תֹ או 

 ְׁקות א� וֹתן, וּמַש   תֹ ֶן   ֱין אֶ שׁנֶּ ִם ,   ת� אִם וּן

   שִׂיםִ ו�ֵין ,ּ ב ״ּתִׁשְכְֹּ׳״ ב ָ ַתּ ְׁפ ש ר ְׂ שִ לְִביי  מִצרְ 

   חיֱמַר :״כַּ בַכ ְאֶבְרוֹ ו ַ יר ִּ ב חָ

And they would then take what they prepared to their husbands, 

to the field, and would bathe their husbands and anoint them 

with oil and feed them the fish and give them to drink and bond 

with them between the sheepfolds, i.e., between the borders and 

fences of the fields, as it is stated: “When you lie among the 

sheepfolds, the wings of the dove are covered with silver, and her 

pinions with the shimmer of gold” (Psalms 68:14), which is 

interpreted to mean that as a reward for “when you lie among the 

sheepfolds,” the Jewish people merited to receive the plunder of 

Egypt, as it is stated in the continuation of the verse, as a 

reference to the Jewish people: “The wings of the dove are 

covered with silver, and her pinions with the shimmer of gold” 

(Psalms 68:14). 

,לְבָתֵּיהֶם, בָּאוֹת שֶׁמִּתְעַבְּרוֹת וכְֵיוןָ     ש�    

     ב�   ת�   ַ מֱ אֶ ,ׁ שֶּנ   ״�  ת   ַָ ע�

And when these women would become pregnant, they would 

come back to their homes, and when the time for them to give 

birth would arrive they would go and give birth in the field under 

the apple tree, as it is stated: “Under the apple tree I awakened 

you; there your mother was in travail with you; there was she in 

travail and brought you forth” (Song of Songs 8:5). 

 



 

 


